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(i) [providing] provide [audio and/or video] AV signal [s] reproduction at [the] a 
workstation of another of [said] the participants, or 

(ii) [receiving] receive video images [and/or] and spokdn audio of another 
participant!.] and; 

(b) a first network, interconnecting the workstations, ^ver which a data conference can be 
conducted, the data conference managed by th^teleconferencing manager. 

3. (Once Amended) A [teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference among a 
plurality of participants having workstation/ ^ith associated monitors for displaying visual 
images, and with associated AV capture/and reproduction capabilities for capturing and 
reproducing video images and spoker/audio of said participants, said workstations being 
interconnected by a first netWork, /said network providing a data path for carrying digital data 
signals among said worksMions( the] teleconferencing system,, comprising: 

(a) [a] data conference capture tools [for] capable of capturing data generated at a 
workstation of a preparing/participant; 

(b) annotation tools fror] capable of annotating [said] the captured data; and 

(c) a multimedia mail system [for preparing and storing] configured to prepare and store , 
as a multimedia mail message, [said] the captured and annotated data, and [for forwarding] 
configured to forward [said] the multimedia mail message to a receiving participant, 
[whereby said] /Such that the multimedia mail message can be received at [any one of at least 
three collaborative venues being] a venue selected from the group consisting of: 

(i) / in real time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant; 

(ii) at a different time at the same location as [said] the message was prepared; 
/[or] and 

/ (iii) at a different time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant. 

(Once Amended) The tejepsrrferencing system of [claim] Claim 3 A wherein [said] the 
multimedia mail systenvis in communication with a graphical animations originator device 
which can generate^ save and replay animated graphical images to be included in [a] the 
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multimedia mail 



5. (Once Amended) A [teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference among a 
plurality of participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual 
images, and with associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and 
reproducing video images and spoken audio of said participants, said workstations being 
interconnected by a first network, said network prodding a data path for carrying digital data 
signals among said workstations, the] teleconferencing system^ comprising: 
(a) AV reproduction capabilities configured to reproduce video images and spoken audio 
of the participants: 

([a]b) [an] AV conference carfture tools [for] capable of capturing audio and video 
generated, during a videoconfeWce, at the workstation of a preparing participant; and 
([b]c) a multimedia mail sys^em\[for preparing and storing] configured to prepare and store , 
as a multimedia mail message, [said] the captured video and audio, and [for forwarding] 
configured to forward /saidl the multimedia mail message to a receiving participant^ whereby 
[said] die multimedia mail message can be received at [any one of at least three collaborative 
venues being] avenue selected from the group consisting of: 

(i) /in real time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant; 

(iiy at a different time at the same location as [said] the message was prepared; 
/or] and 

/ (iii) at a different time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant. 



6. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing systerif of [claim] Claim 5 A wherein the captured 

images and audio includes videe^images and spoken audio directly associated with 
[said] the preparing particroanfand at least one other [of] video [images] image and spoken 
audio not directly assedated with [said] the preparing participant. 



^6. (One 
0^yvideo h 



7. (Once/Amended) The teleconferencing system [according to claim] of Claim 5 A further 
comprising: 
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(a) a message marker rforl ^ capable of defining a marked portion of [a] the multimedia 
mail messagej;and] 

wherein fsaidMne marked portion can be selectively displayed by [said] the receiving 
participant when [said] the multimedia mail message is reproduced. 

%\ (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system [according to] of [claim] Claim Pi. further 
comprising a tag searcher [for searching] configured to search for a defined ta^ [whereby 
said] such that the portion of [said] the message can be selectively displayed. 

ft. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system [according to] of [claim] Claim/ 8, wherein 
[said] the tag searcher can search a plurality of multimedia mail messages to locate [said] the 
defined tag. 

10. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing systeniofjel^m] Claim 5, further comprising: 

(a) a data conference managgf [for maaagmg] configured to manage a data conference 
during which data [are] ]s shareji^mong a plurality of [said] the participants and displayed on 
[the] monitors [of] incXudea at lmek respective workstations; and 

(b) a multipaetna conference recorder [for] capable of synchronizing and recording both 
the videoimage and spoken audio of [said] the participants during [said] the videoconference 

i data shared during [said] the data conference. 



11. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing systeni of [claim] Claim 10 A further comprising: 
^ (a) capture tools [for] capable of ^apnirmg [said] the shared data [to be shared] ; and 
(b) annotation tools [foj^ ^capable of annotating [said] the shared data during [a] the data 
conference, 

wherein [sajdfthe multimedia conference recorder is operable to synchronize the playback of 
fsaidlxthe annotated data conference recordings with [said] the videoconference recordings. 
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12. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of [claknT Claim 10 4 wherein the 
multimedia mail system includes^e muJJaffle^iTconference recorder and a multimedia 
document storage and disrjlayWchanism [for] such that [storing] a multimedia document 
[such that the multimedia docuWnt] can be stored by a preparing participant and 
subsequently retrieved by [a] the preparing participant or other participant . 



subsequt 



13. (Once Amended) The telsgoflferencing system of [claim] Claim 12 A wherein information 
can be transferred beiween themultimedia mail system, the multimedia conference recorder 
and the multimedia document storage. 



(Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of [claim] Claim^ lO. further comprising: 
an AV file system [for storing and retrieving] configured to store and retrieve both 
the video image and spoken audio of [said] the preparing participant and [said] the recorded 
video image and spoken audio. 

15. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of [claim] Claim 5, further comprising: 
(a) a multimedia mail depository associated with the receiving participant and being 
operable to receive and store multimedia mail messages under direction of the preparing 
participant. 

16. (Once/Amended) The teleconferencing system of [claim] Claim 15 A wherein the mail 
depository is operable, by the preparing [the] participant, to receive mail messages having at 
lealst one component selected from the group consisting of audio, video and data components. 



17. (Once Amended) A [tele^nferencings^stem for conducting a teleconference among a 
plurality of participants having^oilcstations with associated monitors for displaying visual 
images, and with assopiafecKAV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and 
reproducingvkteo images anospoken audio of said participants, said workstations being 
interconnected by a first network, said network providing a data path for carrying digital data 



21112097 



5 



Response Amendment 



USSN 08/659,949 



signals among said workstations, the] teleconferencing system,, comprising :/ 

(a) a data conference manager [for managing] configured to manage/ a data conference 
during which data [are] is shared among a plurality of [said] the participants having 
workstations, and during which the data is displayed on [the] monitors [of] included at [their 
respective] each participants' workstation [workstations]; / 

(b) an AV path [for carrying] configured to carry AV signals among [said] the 
workstations, [said] the AV signals representing video uriages [and/or] and spoken audio of 
[said] the participants; / 

(c) an AV conference manager [for managingl /eonfigured to manage a videoconference 
during which the video image and spoken audic/ )f one of [said] the participants is 
reproduced at the workstation of anotfler of Psaid] the participants; and 

(d) a multimedia mail system [for>storing] configured to store , as a multimedia mail 
message, at least one of the signals selected from the group consisting of data A [and/or AV] 
audio and video signals generated ayfhe workstation of a preparing participant, during [said] 
the [teleconference] videoconference and the data conference. and A [for] capable of 
forwarding [said] the multimedia mail message to a receiving participant. 

18. (Once Amended) A [teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference among a 
plurality of participants Waving workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual 
images, and with associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and 
reproducing video iniages and spoken audio of said participants, said workstations being 
interconnected by/a first network, said network providing a data path for carrying digital data 
signals among said workstations, the] teleconferencing system^ comprising: 

(a) an AVpatli [for carrying] configured to carry AV signals among [said] a plurality of 
workstation, [said] die AV signals representing video images [and/or] and spoken audio of 
[said] a Corresponding plurality of participants; 

(b) /an AV conference manager [for managing] configured to manage a videoconference 
during which the video image and spoken audio of one of [said] die participants can be 
reproduced [at] by a monitor in communication with the workstation of another of [said] the 
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participants; [and, at least one of] 
£c) a data conference manager configured to managed data conference during which data 
is shared among the participants and reproduced M the monitors of their respective 
workstations; and, at least one of 

[(c)] £d) a multimedia mail systefh [fbr^storing] configured to store , as a multimedia mail 
message, at least one of the sigHaVselected from the group consisting of [AV and/or] video, 
audio and data signals generated arfne workstation of a preparing participant, during the 
videoconference andxlata conference. and.,, [for] capable of forwarding [said] the multimedia 
mail message tp^a receiving participant; or 

luimedia conference recorder [for] capable of recording the [AV and/or] video, 
audio imd data signals. 



f 

7 mi 



19. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of [claim] Claim 18rfurther comprising: 
k a) an AV storage server [for] capable of storing AVsjgnals prepared by [said] the 
multimedia mail system or recorded by [said] the-multimedia conference recorder, wherein 

(i) [said] the AV signals carried from [said] the workstations to [said] the 
AV storage server can be^eidTep-analog or digital signals; 

(ii) [said] the AV signals carried from [said] the AV storage server to 
[said] the workstations can be either analog or digital signals; and 

(iii) [said] AV signals can be stored in [said] the AV storage server either in 
analag'or digital formats. 



20. (Once Amended) A method ofxonducting a^teieconference^ [among a plurality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and 
with associated AV capture and rej>r6auction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video 
images and spoken audio of^saTd participants, said workstations being interconnected by a 
first network, said network providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among said 
workstations, th^'method] comprising the steps of: 

(a) capturing data generated at a workstation of a preparing participant; 
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(b) annotating [said] the captured data; 

(c) preparing and storing, as a multimedia mail message, [said] the captured and 
annotated data; and 

(d) forwarding [said] the multimedia mail message for receipt, by a receiving participant, 
at any one of the [at least three collaborate] venues [being] selected from the group 
consisting of 

(i) in real time at a\lo£ation removed from [said] the preparing participant; 

(ii) at a differenj/tune ap-the same location as [said] the message was prepared; 
[or] and 

(iii) at afferent time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant. 

21. (Once/Amended) The method of [claim] Claim 20 A further comprising the steps of 
generating, saving and replaying animated graphical images included in a multimedia mail 
message. 



✓ (Once Amended) A method for conducting a teleconference^ [ampng^apharality of 

'participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and 
with associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities^for capturing and reproducing video 
images and spoken audio of said participants, said^workstations being interconnected by a 
first network, said network providing a data pam for carrying digital data signals among said 
workstations, the method] comprising the'steps of: 

(a) capturing audio and videc (generated, during a videoconference, at the workstation of 
a preparing participant; / 

(b) preparing and storing, as a multimedia mail message, [said] the captured video and 
audio; and / 

(c) forwarding [said] the multimedia mail message for receipt, by a receiving participant, 
at any one of die [at least three collaborative] venues [being] selected from the group 
consisting of 

/ (i) in real time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant; 
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(ii) at a differepHime at the same location as [said] the message was prepared; 
[or] and 

(iii) /at a different time at a location removed from [said] the preparing participant. 

(Once Amended) The method of [claim] Claim .22^ further comprising the steps of 

(a) defining a marked portion of a multimedia mail message; and 

(b) selectively displaying the marked portion when [said] the multimedia mail message is 
reproduced. 

3 9- 

J2A. (Once Amended) The method of [claim] Claim 251 further comprising the steps of: 

(a) searching for a defined tag; and 

(b) selectively displaying [said] the portion of [said] the message. 

25. (Once Amended) The method of [claini KTlaim 22, further comprising the steps of: 

(a) managing a data coi^rencedufmg which data [are] is shared among a plurality of 
[said] the participants haMing^orkstations including monitors configured to reproduce the 
shared data [and displa^eePon the monitors of their respective workstations] ; 

(b) synchrcmjzmg both me video image and spoken audio of [said] the participants during 
[said] the yi^eoconference and the data shared during [said] the data conference; and 

(c) /recording the synchronized video, audio and data. 



2 

> 

I a 



26. (Once Amended) The method of [claknT Claim 25 A further comprising the steps of: 

(a) capturing [said] die datajo-'be shared; and 

(b) annotating [said] the'shared data during [a] the data conference. 



27. (Once Amended) The method of [claim] Claim 25 A further comprising the step of [for] 
storing a/multimedia document such that the multimedia document can be retrieved by a 
icipant. 
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28. (Once Amended) A method of conducting a teleconference^ [among a^pmrality of 
participants having workstations with associated monitors for displaying visual images, and 
with associated AV capture and reproduction capabilities for capturing and reproducing video 
images and spoken audio of said participants, said workstations being interconnected by a 
first network, said network providing a data path for carrying digital data signals among said 
workstations, the method] comprising the steps of: > 

(a) carrying AV signals among [said] the workstations, [said] the AV signals representing 
video images [and/or] and spoken audio ofisaid] die participants; 

(b) managing a videoconferertee during which the video image and spoken audio of one of 
[said] the participants can be repro^djaped at the workstation of another of [said] the 
participants; [and] 

(c) managing a data conference, during which data are shared among the plurality of 
participants and displayed /6n their respective workstations: and 

[(c)] £d) at least one of/the steps from the group consisting of 

(i) storings as a multimedia mail message, AV signals generated at the 
workstation of a preparing participant, and [for] forwarding [said] the multimedia mail 
message to a receiving participant; [and] 

(ii) / recording the AV signals representing the video images and spoken audio of 
[said] the/participants during [said] the videoconference; and 

pii) storing, as a multimedia mail message, data [and/or] and AV signals generated 
at the^ workstation of a preparing participant, during [said teleconference] the videoconference 
an<? the data conference and [for] forwarding [said] the multimedia mail message to a 
receiving participant. 

Add the following claims: 



29. A teleconferencing systejwTcomprising: 

(a) a teleconferandilgmanager, configured to manage a videoconference and 
dataconferenpje-^nor^a^plurality of participants, each participant having a workstation; 
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(b) a multimedia server, in communication with the teleconferencing marfager, configured 
to transfer communication data, generated at the workstation of at leasj/one preparing 
participant, to at least one other receiving participant during the vjdeoconference and data 
conference; and / 

(c) a storage medium, in communication with the multimedia server, configured to 
receive and store the communication data. / 

30. The teleconferencing system of Claim 2y, wherein the communication data comprises 
audio and video signals representing the( vmces and images of one or more of the participants 
during the videoconference and data signals representing data shared among the participants 
during the data conference. / V/ 

31. The teleconferencing system of Claim 30, wherein the communication data to be 
stored is one or more of the signals selected from the group consisting of audio, video and 
data signals. / 

32. The teleconferencing system of Claim 31, further comprising: 

(a) AV capture tools at each workstation location configured to capture the image and 
voice of theissociated participant during the videoconference; 

(b) daja capture tools at each workstation configured to capture data shared during the 
data conference; and 

(c) / data annotation tools at each workstation that permit the associated participant to 
annotate the data shared during the data conference. 

v^33. The teleconferench^^syslem of Claim 32, wherein the AV capture tools, data capture 
cools and data annotation tools can be used to generate a multimedia document capable of 
being stored^irireal time, on the storage medium. 
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